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Sri Lankan art and architecture was deeply influenced by Buddhism, which was introduced to the island in the third century BCE by the
son of Ashoka, Mahinda. Ashoka, the great Buddhist emperor of the Maurya Dynasty , dedicated himself to the propagation of the
religion across Asia. Sri Lanka has the longest continuous history of Buddhism of any Buddhist nation, and its culture reflects its
religious tradition. Cave Temples. The earliest examples of Buddhist architecture found in Sri Lanka are cave temples. The most famous
of these, the Dambulla temple complex, dates back to the first century B Buddhist Art and Architecture. Overview Characteristics. 1.
They usually contain relics and are build in places where the Buddha visited or performed sermons.Â 1. Four toranas. each umbrella
symbolizing the three jewels of Buddhism.Characteristics of Buddhist Architecture â€¢ Stupas. act as elaborate gateways to the
structure. The Law 3. . The Buddha 2. like the one at Sanchi have a central mast of three umbrellas at the top. The Community of
Monks â€¢ â€¢ The square enclosure around the umbrellas symbolize a sacred tree surrounded by a fence. at the cardinal points of the
compass. Surviving art and architecture from these pilgrimage sites along with artistic productions of internationally renowned Indian
monastic centers such as NÄlandÄ and VikramaÅ›Ä«la, form an important part of the basic canon of Buddhist art and architecture of
India. No artistic and architectural remain seems to date to the time of the historical Buddha ÅšÄkyamuni (c. 6th century BCE). The
remains of some Buddhist stÅ«pas (Buddhist relic mounds) survive from the following period, but the earliest major corpus of Buddhist
artifacts belong to the reign of AÅ›oka the Great of the Mauryan Empire (268â€“231 BC

Denise Leidy, The Art of Buddhism (Shambala, 2008). Meher MacArther, Reading Buddhist Art (Thames and Hudson, 2004). Helen
Jessup, Art and Architecture of Cambodia (Thames and Hudson, 2004). Marilyn Rhie and Robert Thurman, Wisdom and Compassion:
The Sacred Art of Tibet (Harry N Abrams, 1996).Â Key questions for the lecture: How do the objects from Buddhism illustrate the main
tenets of the faith for the practitioner? How were they utilized to spread Buddhism throughout Southeast Asia and up into the Tibetan
Plateau? What role did the trade routes play in the dissemination of Buddhism and the subsequent evolution of the image of Buddha
and the Buddhist deities? Buddhist religious architecture developed in the Indian subcontinent. Three types of structures are associated
with the religious architecture of early Buddhism: monasteries (viharas), places to venerate relics (stupas), and shrines or prayer halls
(chaityas, also called chaitya grihas), which later came to be called temples in some places. The initial function of a stupa was the
veneration and safe-guarding of the relics of Gautama Buddha. The earliest surviving example of a stupa is in Sanchi Sri Lankan art and
architecture was deeply influenced by Buddhism, which was introduced to the island in the third century BCE by the son of Ashoka,
Mahinda. Ashoka, the great Buddhist emperor of the Maurya Dynasty , dedicated himself to the propagation of the religion across Asia.
Sri Lanka has the longest continuous history of Buddhism of any Buddhist nation, and its culture reflects its religious tradition. Cave
Temples. The earliest examples of Buddhist architecture found in Sri Lanka are cave temples. The most famous of these, the Dambulla
temple complex, dates back to the first century B

Buddhist art and architecture are recorded as beginning with the arrival during the 3rd century BCE of the Buddhist monk Mahinda, the
son of the Mauryan emperor Asoka. The MahÄvaá¹ƒsa also mentioned two Buddhist monks, Sona and Uttara, who are said to have
been sent by King Asoka in the 3rd century BCE to a place called Suvaá¹‡á¹‡abhumÄ«, which translates as â€œLand of Gold.â€
Scholars identify Suvaá¹‡á¹‡abhumÄ« either as the southern part of present-day Myanmar, in particular Thaton, or the central part of
Thailand. Buddhist art refers to the rich and diverse representations of religious images, sculpture, dance, visual mythology, and
symbols deriving from the various Buddhist communities found around the world. Buddhist art exhibits distinctive forms and
characteristics reflecting the diverse cultures and countries in which it has spread. Early Buddhist art emerged in India and Sri Lanka
following the death of Gautama Buddha (563 B.C.E. to 483 B.C.E.). This original, formative period of Buddhist art was aniconic in
character (avoiding direct representation of the human figure). However, around the first â€œFamous street artist â€œinvadesâ€ Bhutan
with Buddhist-inspired mosaicsâ€. And see also the artistâ€™s interview on the subject.Â Along the way, Lopez introduces key
elements of Buddhism, including its basic doctrines, monastic institutions, works of art, and the many stories that have inspired Buddhist
pilgrimage. Through the eyes of one remarkable Korean monk, we discover a vibrant tradition flourishing across a vast stretch of Asia.
Hyechoâ€™s Journey is simultaneously a rediscovery of a forgotten pilgrim, an accessible primer on Buddhist history and doctrine, and
a gripping, beautifully illustrated account of travel in a world long lost. Leave a comment. Posted in Books. Ritualized Writing: Buddhist
Practice and Script

